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Mr. Alcott s house in Concord was situated on the Lexington road about three-quarters of a mile from the
village centre. It was the best-looking house almost in the town, being of simple but faultless architecture, while
the others were mostly either too thin or too thick, or out of proportion in some way. It lacked a coat of fresh
paint sometimes, but this was to its advantage from an artistic point of view. Fine old elm-trees shaded the path
in front of it, and across the road a broad level meadow stretched away to Walden woods. In the rear it was
half surrounded by low pine-wooded hills, which protected it from the north-easterly storms and the cold
draughts of winter. Mr. Alcott had quite a genius for rustic architecture, as is proved by the summer-house
which he and Thoreau built for Emerson, and the fences, seats and arbors with which he adorned his little place
added a final charm to the rural picture. In summer nights the droning of the bittern could be heard across the
meadows, andwoodcock came down familiarly from the hills to look for worms in the vegetable-garden. The
snow melted here in Spring and the grass grew green earlier than in other places. It was the fitting abode and
haven of rest for a family that had found the conflict of life too hard for them. Within the house was as pleasant
as without. There is no better decoration...
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