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When OSHA was starting out in the early 1970s, the cancer risk of CrVI was well understood. The new agency
adopted the old voluntary limit, but recognized a 3 change was necessary. In 1975, NIOSH urged a limit of 1 ug
m, basing this rec-ommendation on dozens of studies, which were remarkable at the time for their focus on this
single carcinogen. Today, OSHA estimates that more than 500, 000 20 U. S. workers are exposed to CrVI. It took
30 years and a court order for OSHA to issue a new standard, albeit one allowing exposure five times higher
than NIOSH recommended in 1975. 21 Diacetyl Diacetyl is a commonly used food flavoring and is the primary
constituent of arti-ficial butter flavoring. There is compelling scientific evidence linking occupational exposure
to diacetyl to bronchiolitis obliterans, a rare, debilitating and sometimes fatal lung disease. On April 26, 2002,
exactly 5 years before the date of this hearing, NIOSH published a widely disseminated report about the risk of
bronchiolitis obliterans in microwave popcorn factories. Dozens of workers at factories where these flavors are
produced, mixed or applied have become sick, and at least three workers have died. Others are awaiting lung
transplants. While the index cases were seen at microwave popcorn factories, scientists now recognize a health
risk to thousands of other food industry employees using diacetyl in manufacturing both ar-tificial flavorings
and associated products including candy, pastries, and frozen foods. The...
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