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American agriculture. After World War |, the military of various nations realized their potential for war and
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Abyssinia in 1936, the Allies and Axis in World War Il abstained from using the weapon either because of legal
restrictions, or to avoid retaliation in kind. During the early 1950s, the British on a limited basis employed
herbicides to destroy the crops of communist insurgents in Malaya. In 1961, President Ngo Dinh Diem of South
Vietnam asked the United States to conduct aerial herbicide spraying in his country. In August of that year, the
South Vietnamese Air Force initiated herbicide operations with American help. But Diem s request launched a
policy debate in the White House and the State and Defense Departments. On one side were...
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