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the Italian Glamour export economy, the twenty-five-year-old unnamed narrator of Nicola, Milan is an
international loner, watch checker, tip leaver, shit-talker, drifting from bar to airport lounge, taxi to hotel foyer,

drunk and caffeinated at the same time, trying to explain to you the finer points of how to pitch an idea of Italy
to Americans. But when he meets the slightly older, richer, and worldlier Nicola, he becomes fascinated with
him, seeing Nicola as a transcendental exemplar of the international-creative class culture he both envies and
loathes. As the narrator stalks Nicola through the streets of Milan and its outskirts, what began as a casual
friendship develops into an obsessive attachment, a crisis of identity connecting two hustlers, and a struggle
against the quiet oblivion usually hidden by the web of tics and affectations that constitute a personality.
Combining a Houellebecg-like sense of the psychic malaise beneath the surface of contemporary cultural life
with the dispassionate voice of a police report, Nicola, Milan tells a story of perverse, asexual frenzy emptying
out into the void.
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