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University of Virginia Press, United States, 2000. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 259 x 206 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Try to picture Mark Twain, or Uncle Remus, or even
Theodore Roosevelt. More than likely, you have a Frances Benjamin Johnston image in your mind. Johnston
was a significant and arresting figure in early twentieth-century photography. Beautifully illustrated with forty
examples of her work, this first full-length biography explores the surprising range of Johnston s talent, as well
as her high-stepping, controversial character.Johnston produced a good deal of the usual society portraiture
of the time including a nude photograph of a debutante that prompted the girl s outraged father to file a
lawsuit but she was also an important photodocumentarian. Students of African American history can
reexamine life at Hampton Institute (now Hampton University) or Tuskegee using hundreds of photographs
made by Johnston at the turn of the last century.Through Johnston s work we can see Admiral Dewey on the
deck of the USS Olympia, the Roosevelt children playing with their pet pony at the White House, and the
gardens of Edith Wharton s famous villa near Paris. Johnston s major project on early vernacular architecture
of the American South preserves scores of buildings that no longer exist except on her film.However, while
many are familiar with Johnston s photographs, most know little about the woman who made them. And
without the context of her life, which Bettina Berch gives us in all its contradiction and color, Johnston s
subjects may seem inchoate, her choices part feminist and part reactionary, part radical and part
retrograde.Johnston entered photography when the field was relatively new, and professional gender
boundaries were still being defined. The invention of lighter equipment and changing technologies in
developing meant that photography could...
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