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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1878 edition. Excerpt: that is within it as well as all that is outside of it, and can
exercise its judgment upon it in every scientific aspect. In order to this, all that is needed is an adequate
conception of the least separable particles of matter and the forces which actuate them or the movements
which are normal to them. And why should such a construction be looked upon with despair in our day i It was
not so regarded by men of science either in ancient times or at the revival of thought in modern Europe. And
though it is usual nowadays to think and to speak very slightingly of the physicists of ancient Greece and of the
chemists of early Europe, | do not think that their insight into the economy of nature is to be altogether
undervalued in comparison with that of our day. CHAPTER X. ON ORGANIC LIFE ITS ECONOMY AND ULTIMATE
PRODUCT. There are between sixty and seventy particles of matter which chemists, down to the present day,
have not succeeded in decomposing, and which, strange to say, on this negative evidence they have concluded
to differ from all the thousands of other particles which, in the progress of analytical chemistry, they have
succeeded in decomposing, and hold to be simple and solid unities, or true natural atoms of matter. Surely it is
most improbable that human creatures in this small planet should be able to accomplish in their chambers the
destruction...
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