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Although BLMs review is still in the preliminary stage, we believe that number could be considerably higher.
Public involvement is another important aspect of our environ-mental statement, and the public has many
opportunities, through this process, to participate. PREPARED STATEMENT We also have the coalbed methane
coordination group, consisting of Federal, State, and tribal agencies, landowners, industry and en-vironmental
groups. And we intend to keep that in place and use that for our deliberations. This concludes my statement. I
would be pleased to answer any questions that members may have. The statement follows: P S M MILLENBACH
REPARED TATEMENT OF AT Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcommittee, I appreciate the opportunity to
appear here today to discuss the development of the coalbed methane resources of the Powder River Basin in
Montana. COALBED METHANE DEVELOPMENT IN MONTANA As you know, the Powder River Basin contains large
coal deposits that have meth-ane gas trapped in the coal seams. Recently, there has been a significant increase
in coalbed methane ( CBM ) production within the Basin - particularly in Wyoming, where over 8, 500 private,
state and federal CBM wells have been drilled, and it is estimated that roughly 50 percent of them are now
producing. Currently in Mon-tana, there are about 215 producing CBM wells. All of these wells are non-federal
wells. With rising natural gas prices, industry is interested in coalbed methane de-velopment in southeastern
and south central Montana. More than 50 percent of...
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