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indexed. Not illustrated. 1893 Excerpt: . had by 1860 a few, at least, actual settlers living within its borders. The
early settlers followed naturally the course of the little rivers in eastern Nebraska, partly for the sake of the easy
water supply, partly for the shelter of the timber along the banks, and partly also on account of the easy means
of communication thus oFered. So also when settlers ventured further into the interior of the state, the first
claims were placed upon the banks of the streams, while the intervening country was passed over. Almost the
whole state of Nebraska is an alternation of valleys and uplands, and almost invariably the latter were entered
upon only aGer the former had been pretty thoroughly occupied. The same thing is to be observed with
reference to the Platte river, for at a very early day settlements had followed it upwards for quite a distance. It is
to be noticed that they followed the river in preference to the old emigrant trail across the country. The route of
early overland emigrants had not lain along the river, owing to the great curves which the course of the Platte
follows, but had run some distance to the south in a more nearly straight line, and had only begun to follow the
Platte at Fort Kearney, about a hundred and seventy-five miles from the Missouri. In fact this trail seems to have
had no influence on the course of settlement at all, for, in illustration,...
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