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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .whenever demanded by public necessity, in accordance with a careful
plan that will minimize their evil eGects. It is for this reason that we have heretofore advised the Commission to
acquire the streets within the reservations, --a policy which has been carried out during the past year with
regard to all the roads in the Middlesex Fells and all except Forest Street and Randolph Avenue in the Blue Hills.
During the year, to provide against contingencies that have not yet arisen, we have studied out a line for a
forest drive through Randolph Pass, which will avoid, when convenience demands its construction, nearly a
mile of car track now encountered in driving through the reservation. We have also planned an improvement
of the footpath to the summit of Great Blue Hill, and reported upon several minor matters. A little has been
done under our direction in the way of encouraging desirable growths and checking tree-weeds, but as yet this
work has been of an experimental and piecemeal sort. When for two hundred and fiJy years man has been
making successive sweeping cuttings in a forest area and has allowed fire to supplement his own destructive
action, nature s processes are so completely disorganized that however patiently she attempts to restore the
forest it will take a still longer period for her to renew its beauty unless she has generous help from man. Large
areas in the Blue Hills, burnt over just before their acquisition, are growing...
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