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new spirit was stirring in the intellectual and literary world of Denmark. George Brandes was delivering his
lectures on the Main Currents of Nineteenth Century Literature; from Norway came the deeply probing
questionings of the granitic Ibsen; from across the North Sea from England echoes of the evolutionary theory
and Darwinism. It was a time of controversy and bitterness, of a conflict joined between the old and the new,
both going to extremes, in which nearly every one had a share. How many of the works of that period are
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glories, its riddles, its miracles, as he once put it. That is why his work has retained its living colors until to-day,
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