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indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . spruce boughs covered over with rubber blankets and a comforter. The
mosquitoes and black flies were driven out of the tent before retiring by the smoke from a smudge. As they all
gathered around the big camp-fire in front of the tent, after the sun had gone down, Fred heard a strange cry
coming from some distance on the lake, resembling a little child in distress. What is that cry, Silas? I reckon that
be the loon. What is a loon? The loon, Fred, said his father, is a swimming and diving bird, often called the great
northern diver. | think Silas can tell you much about his habits. Please do, Silas, said Fred. | have seen loons a
good many times. When they have their young with them, and a man comes near suddenly, the old birds go
one way making a great noise, and the young uns go off a different way. If followed 8 the loon usually dives,
and | ave known em to double on the hunters and swim under the boat and come up a long distance the other
side. As they only put the head above water at such times, it s very hard to find em. Did you ever shoot any,
Silas? Only a few times. The last one | shot was in a curious way. | was showing a boy how to make bullets skip
on the surface of Moosehead Lake. | had seen a loon out...
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