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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER IV The Shakespearean Sollloquy An
Accompaniment Of The Actlon The soliloquy is of value in the structure of the drama not only as a means of
direct exposition but also as an accompaniment of the action. The latter function is performed in three ways: as
an explanation of accompanying business ; as an accompaniment of an entrance, or of an exit, or as a link
between the two; and as a highly complex convention with pantomimical accessories, the overheard soliloquy.
Mlscellaneous Buslness Business is an elastic term applied to almost any physical action occurring on the
stage. When an action is assigned to a solitary character, the spectators must thoroughly understand its
meaning, and, as a rule, this can only be accomplished by soliloquy. To illustrate: if Arthur in King John were
merely to leap from a height and then lie inanimate, the onlookers would be mystified and consequently
annoyed by the proceeding. Although Shakespeare condensed the two parts of The Troublesome Reign into
one, he wisely retained, with only slight alterations, Arthur s explanatory monolog, The wall is high, and yet will
I leap down (IV, 3, 1-10), concluding with a dying gasp, after the jump, Heaven take my soul, and England keep
my bones! The act of leaping was explained in soliloquy as long ago as the Toy Cart and as recently as Byron s
Manfred. Sthavaraka opens a scene in the Hindu drama (u. s., p. 165) with a...
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